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Mark 12:28-34
One of the teachers of the law came and heard them 
debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them a good 
answer, he asked him, “Of all the commandments, 
which is the most important?” “The most important 
one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel, the 
Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind and with all your strength.’ The 
second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 
There is no commandment greater than these.”



Mark 12:28-34
“Well said, teacher,” the man replied. “You are right 
in saying that God is one and there is no other but 
him.  To love him with all your heart, with all your
understanding and with all your strength, and to love 
your neighbor as yourself is more important than all 
burnt offerings and sacrifices.”  When Jesus saw that
he had answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not 
far from the kingdom of God.” And from then on no 
one dared ask him any more questions.



Because we are dealing with an 

infinite mind, His answers are 

always going to be better than

our questions.



1.  Because the two rise

above the others.

Mark 12:30,31

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your mind and 
with all your strength. The second is this:  Love 
your neighbor as yourself.  There is no 
commandment greater than these.”



2.  Because these two are the key

to all the others.

Matthew 22:36-40

“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the 
Law?”  Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment.  
And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on 
these two commandments.”



The Top Ten
1.  No other Gods. (God)

2.  No idols. (God)

3.  Don’t misuse God’s name. (God)

4.  Remember the Sabbath. (God)

5.  Honor your father and mother. (Neighbor)

6.  Don’t murder. (Neighbor)

7.  Don’t commit adultery. (Neighbor)

8.  Don’t steal. (Neighbor)

9.  Don’t lie. (Neighbor)

10.  Don’t covet. (Neighbor)



3.  Because we can’t do one 

without the other.

Matthew 22:37-39

Love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your mind. 
This is the first and greatest commandment.  
And the second is like it:  Love your 
neighbor as yourself.



Hebrews 2:5-8

It is not to angels that he has subjected the 
world to come, about which we are speaking.  
But there is a place where someone has 
testified:  “What is man that you are mindful of 
him, the son of man that you care for him?  You 
made him a little lower than the angels; you 
crowned him with glory and honor and put 
everything under his feet.”



4.  Because they balance 

each other.

Mark 12:30,31

Love the Lord…Love your neighbor.



5.  Because narrowing it down 

simplifies the Christian experience.



Luke 10:25-37

On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to 
test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to 
inherit eternal life?”  “What is written in the Law?” he 
replied. “How do you read it?”  He answered: “‘Love 
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your strength and with all your 
mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”  “You 
have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this
and you will live.”



Luke 10:25-37
But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, 
“And who is my neighbor?”  In reply Jesus said: “A 
man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, 
when he fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped
him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving
him half dead.  A priest happened to be going down 
the same road, and when he saw the man, he
passed by on the other side.  So too, a Levite, when
he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the 
other side. 



Luke 10:25-37

But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the 
man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him.  
He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring
on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own
donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him. The 
next day he took out two silver coins and gave them
to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when
I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense
you may have.’  



Luke 10:25-37

“Which of these three do you think was a 

neighbor to the man who fell into the hands 

of robbers?”  The expert in the law replied, 

“The one who had mercy on him.”  Jesus

told him, “Go and do likewise.”
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we need to:
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If we are a follower of God

we need to:

a. Get good at love.

b. Tend to our relationships.

c.  Be a blessing.

• Be the best you possible (who you are in 
Christ)

• Share the best of who you are with others


